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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE following Sermon was compofed in hafte 
for a common congregation in the country, 
,withott any expectation of its being defired to be 
publifhed. But many of my hearers were very 
ecarncft in ther requefts that it might be printed, 
to which Ihave yielded. I have not had leifure 
to tranfcribe and poli{h it, and if I had, perbaps 
Should not take the pains, fince the drudgery of 
tranfcribing would put me to more trouble, than 
at would afford pleafure er advantage to the rea- 
ders. The Jentiments and reafonings are expreffed 
in a plain manner, and if they are juft, this plain- 
nefs will not be difagreeable; but if they are 
wrong, the Author has no defire that the embel- 
lifhments of flile fhould recommend them.—The 
candid reader will make the favourable allow- 
ances, which are ufually requefted for hafty pre- 
auctions. 
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For the divifions of Reuben there were great 
thoughts of heart. Why abodeft thou among 
the fheep-folds, to hear the bleatings of the: 
flocks? for the divifions of Reuben, there were 
great fearchings of heart. 


IVISIONS in families, or neighbourhoods, 
in church, or in ftate, are very difagreeable 
at all times, as they mar the peace of men’s 
minds, alienate their affections from one 

another, and involve them in jars and quarrels. 
Strife and contention naturally proceed from divifions, . 
fince every one endeavours to maintain his own party, 

and pull down thofe who oppofe him; and confe- 

quently divifions are produétive of much fin, as well 

as mifery in the world. For, as the Apoftle James 

obferves, “ Where envying and ftrife zs, there zs con- 

. “ fufion, and every evil work.” And hence we are 

often exhorted in the fcriptures, to union ; and, 

in order to our loving one another, and to guard 

againft all divifion and party-fpirit, to “mark them 

““ which caufe divifions, and avoid them.” ‘bus per- 

Nicious is divifion in general, 
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But there are particular inftances, in which divj- 
fions are more immediately deftructive, as when a 
‘country isinvolved in a neceffary war, for the defence 
of their juft righgs and liberties. Divifions in fuch 4 
cafe, have a natural tendency to weaken their ftrength, 
to reader all the meafures which are planned for 
their defence abortive, and thus make them an eafy 
prey to their invaders. Our blefled Saviour, long 
fince obferyed, with the greateft propriety, “ Every 
“kingdom diyided againft itfelf, is brought to defo- 
“lation; and eyery city or heufe divided againit ir- 
**felf, fhall not ftand”? Many powerful nations, have 
brought immediate and terrjble deftruétion upon 
tHemielves, by. their. divifions. Apd. hence Deborah 
jn this fong, in which fhe celebrates the great vi€tory 
which the Lord gave ‘his people Ifrael, under Bara 
their general, over Yabin, the powerful king of Ca- 
naan, who had “mightily opprefled. them,” while fhe 
mentions the general union of the tribes, with the 
higheft praife, marks the divifions.of Reuden, with the 
greateft difapprobation. “Why abodeft thon among 
« the fheep-folds to hear the bleatings of the flocks ? 
‘For the divifions.ef Reuben, there were great feareh~ 
‘cings-of hearte? ..- s..) ; - t ie 

- As we are called this day by his Honour the Gover- 
nor of this Colony, to give thanks to God, and “Offer 
“up fincere and hearty praifes to the Lord, for the 
“ many mercies he has beftowed upon us, the paft 
“year ;” and particularly- for his “ caufing fo great 
“harmony and union m America,” b fhall endeavour 
to profecate the defign of the proclamation, by briefly. 
confidering this union—the righteou/ne/s. of it, the great 
importance of maintaining it, and the bad confequences of 
breaking it by divifions among ourfelves. 


I. ‘Lo give you fome jutt views of this union, I fhalk 
briefly mention a few things, fhewing the.great im- 
probability there was, that it would have taken place. 
‘4s The plan of opprefiion, which the wisi Mi- 
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niftry had concerted, was immediately aimed at the 
government of the Mafachu/etts Bay. There is ins 
deed good reafon to believe, -thut ail the Colonies were 
in the end, to fhare the fame fate. _ But the Bricifh 
Miniftry kept this out of fight as much as poflible, as 
they probably meant to fubdue the Colonies one after 
another, expecting but little trouble with the retft, 
when they bad once brought the Maffachufetts, to 
fubmit. And as they fuffered the other governments 
in general to enjoy their rights and privileges, it did 
not feem probable to the miniftry, that they would in- 
termeddje, fince if they did, they muit expe to in; 
volve themfelves immediately, in like difficulties; and 
it is natural for people to ward off calamities, as long 
as they can, to put far away the evil day. 

It is to be remembered that the fourhern Colonies 

were yafily remote from the Maffachujetts, by their 
fituation ; and different in their produce, and. trade, 
from thefe northern Colonies, And fundry of them 
had a different form of religion eftablifhed among 
them, more conformed to that which is eftablithed 
in South Britain, than what is generally profeffed in 
New England. The connection by trade was great, 
and the fimiliayity in religion, in the fouthern go- 
yernments, was much nearer to the Mother-Couatry, 
than to thefe northern Colonies. 

Now, when we confider thefe things, it is certain- 
ly avery remarkable thing, in the courfe of divine 
providence, that all the Colonies. fhould, as it were,, 
make the cafe of fuffering and oppreffed Boston, 
their own; unite fer the common defence of the 
country, and expofe themfelves.to the frowns of the 
mother country ; when, by aiding and aflifting the 
Britith miniftry, or barely not joining with the reft, 
the appearance was, that any particular Colony might 
be entided, at prefent, to great privileges and, «mola~ 
ments. Some of the Colonies were fo diftant. from 
others, that they had but Jittle intercourfe and ac- 
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quaintance with one another; they never had any 
general interview, before the era of the Stamp-aé, nor 
any place, nor Affembly appointed, in which tomeet, - 
nor method of electing Delegates to reprefent them. 
And the King’s Governors, in the feverat Colonies 
where they prefide, ufed every precaution in their 
power, to obftrué, and prevent their coming to fuch a 
choice. Yet, notwithftanding, the feveral Colonies 
chofe their Delegates, who affembled in Congrefs, 


4 at the city of Philadelphia, September 5, 177%. { 


It was doubtlefs expected, if they fhould thus meet 
in Congrefs, from Colonies fo different in climate, 
trade, and religion, that they would never agree, but 
contend and jar, and fo break to pieces among them- 
felves. It is rare to find fuch a large Affembly, all of 
the fame mind, in the moft trifling affairs, much lefs 
in fuch weighty and dangerous matters. It is then 
very remarkable, that when they were thus met, and 
had full liberty and leifure, to confider the whole ftate 
of affiirs ; they fhould all agree as one man: Surely 
~ the common danger appeared very great and alarming, 
and oppofition very juft; but {till they had ho power 
to enforce their refolves and determinations, fo that 
after all, the people in the feveral Colonies might 
have refufed to comply with the dire@tions of the Con- 
grefs; and there were fundry attempts made by the 
King’s Governours, who, from their high ftations, 
had much influence in their refpectiye governments, 
and by the emiffaries, whom they employed, to pre- 
vent people’s acceding to. the rules of the Congrefs, 
Sundry, have Jaboured with all their might, and that 
with all the arts of deceit and falfehood, to inftil pre- 
judices into the inhabitants, againft the Congrefs. And 
yet, notwithftanding all thefe endeavours of the mi- 
nifterial tools, the people im general have complied 
with their refolves. ‘There are but very few towns 
on the whole continent; and thofe very {mall and ob- 
feure, but have openly concurred, and appointed 

Comnuttees 
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Committees of Infpection, to keep a conftant look ont, 
and toufe the greateft care and diligence, ‘to fee the 
Refolves of the Congrefs carried into execution.— 
And thus, take the continent throughout, the union is 
remarkably great ; greater than our enemies could 
ever believe would poflibly take place, and greater 
than we ourfelves had any reafon to expect; and the 
oppofite party {mall and inconfiderable. 

For let it be confidered, that thofe, who have ef- 
poufed the caufe of their country, have all the power 
at prefent in their hands. The Offices, civil and mi- 
litary, are at their difpofal, and the whole Militia, the 
arms and ammunition in the country, under their com- 
mand; fo that fuch.as are otherwife minded, have no 
power at all at prefent, to do any thing of confequence. 
‘Whereas the Congrefs having the power of the Mili- 
tia in their hands, have raifed a {trong army, and ap- 
pointed able experienced Generals to command, and 
made money to pay and fupport the troops. And God 
in his providence has fo greatly fucceeded their coun- 
fels and arms, that they have reduced thofe feveral 
ftrong fortrefles of Ticonderoga, Crowm,Point, Chamblee, 
and St. John’s, * in one campaign, which employed 
the united power of Great-Britain and the Colonies, 
for fundry years the laft war, befides preventing their 
army at Boffox from ravaging the country. 

Should it be objected, that there are fundry, in 
every government, who are far from approving the 
proceedings and determinations of the Congtefs, and 
and therefore that the union is not fo great and gene- 
ral as has been reprefented ; it were eafy to an{wer, 
that when we confider the union of a country in any 
plan or meafure, it is not expected, that we fhould 
go into every obfcure parifh and by corner, who live 
" out of the way of the knowledge of public tranfations, 
and who therefore “ abide among their fheepfolds, to 
lacar the bleaiings of the flocks,” who are wholly em- 

ployed 
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ployed about their private affaires ; and much lefs; 
that we fhould enquire of every family that live int 
the woods, who neither know nor care any thing a- 
bout the country ; we need only examine the fenti- 
ments and conduct of thefe dedies of men, whom they 
choofe to reprefenit them, and in whom they have re- 
poted their truft and confidence, to manage the great 
and important coucerns of government. Now thefe 
have been ‘very unanimous im their determination, to 
oprofe the meafures of the Britifh miniftry ; and 
hence we may fairly infer, that fince the Reprefenta- 
tives chofen by the people, by ‘air eleétion, without 
any bribery er undue influence, to confult and ac for 
them in Affemblies and Congreffes, have agreed’ to’ 
make oppofition to the meafures the parliament have 
adopted, that the union is complete, notwithflandiag 
that there are a’ few male-contents fcattered up and 
down in the feveral Colonies. 

But befides this full agreement of the public repre- 
fentative bodies, we have their opinion, as it were, © 
in their private capacity, agreeing in the fame thing. 
Almoft every town on the consinent have voluntarily 

_ and publicly acceded to this Union, by their exprefs 
wotes. The feveral Colonies agreed according. to the 
Refolves of the Congrefs, to raife their quota of foldi- 
ers when required, to take the field for the common 
defence. What fhall I fay, the greater part of the 
Indian tribes have joined the common caufe, notwith- 
ftanding all the artifices and imduftry of the enemy.— 
“Atid even many of the Canadians, who, from the firft 
fettlement of the country, were trained up in hatred 
and enmity tous, and were our enemies, have openly 
joined us, and taken up arms in our caufe, and have 
fought with the greateft bravery againft the minifte- 
rial forces. 

TI, And we have great reafon to think, that this 

is a juft and’ righteous, as well asa general uhiom 

This fubjeé is fo large, that I cannot pretend to’ 
give 


\ eee 7 a ee ee ee Oe 


(9) 


give you a full view of it, but muft content myfelf 
with fuggelting only a few things. 

1. It does not appear with any fatisfatory evidence, 
that there is any real need of thefe taxes, the incomes 
of Britain being more than fufficient for the fupport 
of government, and the defence of the nation, if 
they were properly applied. Now the fubje& thould 
never be further burthened with taxes than is need- 
ful, becaufe rulers are defigned for the happinefs of 
their people, and not to impoverifh and oppretfs them. 
It is a moft abfurd notion, that fubje&s are made 
merely for the pleafure and grandeur of their rulers. 
But itis a great truth, that rulers ought to be “ the 
“ minifters of God fo their fubjects, for their good” 
and happiarefs. Needlefs taxes are sot for the 
good, but the mifery, of the fubjeé, tending to 
reduce them to poverty and diftrefs; and may there- 
fore be juftly confidered as wanton undifguifed . 
eppreflion, to fapport the pride, ambition, and ex- 
travagance of a few grandees, Why fhould the in- 
duftrious farmer and his family fuffer by heavy taxes, 
which are not needful for the real expence and exi~ 
gences of government ? Why fhould the honeft las 
bourer, who earns his bread by the fweat of his brow, 
have the incemes of his Jabour taken away, for no- 
thing ? Why fhould the induftrious poor, be fqueezed, 
to fapport the corruption and luxury of the great, 
who know no bounds to their pride and grandeur ?--- 
Now, we are well affured, that there is no oceafion 
of thefe new impofitions, unlefs to fupport placemeny 
and penfioners, and to increafe bribery, profigacy and 
diffipation; that the Britifh government ufed to be 
fupported with dignity im former times, particularly 
in Queen Elizabeth’s reign, ata far lefs expence: 
There is much more expended by the prefent court, 
than was even inthe extravagant reign of Charlee IL. 
Were there any neceflity for contributing to the real 
fupport and dignity of the crown, he Colonies 
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would cheerfully do their part. They were never’ 
backward, but raifed both men and money, when: 
defired, beyond what we were well able; fo that Great« 
Britain repaid us large fums to reimburfe us in fome 
meafure for our liberal affiftance in their diftrefs. 
Ths they acknowledged themfelyes indebted to us, 
when wife and good councils prevailed—But fhall we 
contribute to fupport corruption, bribery, and profli- 
gacy, totheir and our deftruétion ! Fagin: 

‘2. The Colonies had no new claims in view. They 
were well affected to the Hunever-Family, His Majefty 
had not a body of more leyal and dutiful fabjeéts in alk 
lis dominions than in thefe Colonies. We gloried 
in our connection with Great-Britain, and hoped, and 
earneftly defired, that it might remain undifturbed 
for many generations yet tocome, There was no 
man, that had any thoughts of fetting up for inde- 
pendence. We were fo far from this, that if Great- 
Britain had offered to detach us from her empire, and 
allowed us to be an independent ftate, we fhould not 
have accepted it without the greateft relactance. 
The known enemies of the country, hy their falfe re- 
prefentations ; and the Britifh Miniftry, who were 
credulous enough to believe them without any evi- 
dence ; appear to have been the firft, who thought of 
the independence of the Colonies. And they feem to 
have done every thing in their power, to provoke to 
it, by their groundlefs fears of it, and their unjuftly 
charging us with it; their obftinate perfeverence in 
the falle accufation—contrary to the clearzft evidence, 
and the eppreflive and cruel meafures they have pro- 
fecuted under pretence of preventing it. If this 
event fhould take place, to the difmembering and 
Weakening the Britifh empire, it ought in truth and 
juftice to be afcribed to the miniftry. 

The Colonies had no fuch thing inview. They 
only meant to defend thofe rights and liberties, which 
they peaceably enjoyed, and that. according to “Ss 
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amoft folemn charters, from the firft fettlement of the 
‘country. If therefore the public faith of Great. 
Britain, pledged by facred charters: If the length 
cof time, which any thing is peaceably poffelt, can 
give a right to it, which is commonly looked upon to 
eonfer as gooda title as any; then furely we havea 
juft right of exemption from thefe inew invented 
impofitions. . 

If the Britifh Parliament had any right to tax us, 
why did they never fet up the claim before ? ——It 
isan unheard of thing for any ftate to relinguifa the 
tribute due to them from any people, for fach a great » 
_ length of time.—Would they have ever pretended 
they had any right, had not the prodigious extrava- 
gance, corruption, and bribery, that have been in- 
troduced, forced them tefeek new refources? ‘And 
to give out fome plaufible pretence, it was invented, . 
that we were aiming at independence, which +had 
never once come into our heads, 


For profecution of the fame plan, they have alfe 
amufed the people with harangues upon the great 
national debt. But if Great-Britain be reduced to 
fuch poverty and diftrefs by the enormous debt fhe 
has contracted, why does fhe appoint fo many of- 


fices in the Colonies, and gentlemen to fill them, with . 


fueh vaft falaries, where they are not needed? Why 
is the treafure of the nation thus lavifhly fquandered 
away to worfe than no purpofe, inftead of fupporting 
government, to abufe and provoke the people te 
break out into riots and tumults, to the fubverfion 
of good order and government ? 


When the fhips are paid which are employed in 
fupporting the aéts that lay thefe taxes, and the com- 
» miflioners receive their falaries, and all who are de- 
pendent on thefe impofitions, receive their demands, 
how much will be left to leffen the national debt? 
And when, and how will the millions expended by 

Ba Great- 
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Great-Britain, in profecuting the war fhe has com- 
maenced for the fake of thefe taxes, be recovered ? ~ 
3. We meant to unite on the known and acknow- 
ledged principles of the Britifh conftitution, which 
the Parliament always obferved, and to which they 
‘always conformed in former times, as appears from 
many examples, which might be quoted. The Par- 
liament has not an ab/olute, but a /imitted fapremacy, 
aceording to the known principles and ufages of the 
nation; otherwife they might vote to rhemfelves all 
the eftates of the kingdom, and fell the people, that 
chofe them, to foreign nations for flaves.. Now there 
is’ not any one principle of thé Britifh ‘conftitusion 
more fundamental and facred, than this; that no 
man fhall be taxed but by his own confent, by him- 
felf, or his reprefentatives in Parliament. And hence 
no money can be granted to the crown without the 
-confent of the Houfe of Commons, They jultly 
keep the power of the purfe, that whea they labour 
under any grievances, they may {top the Money-Bill, 
-until they obtain redrefs fromthe Crown, They fay, 
they give, and grant, which neceflarily refers to what 
is their,own, and thofe they reprefent ; but cannot 
refer to any thing, which belongs to thefe who don’t 
ftand in this connection, It would be an abfurd piece 
of- liberality in any man, or body of men, to give 
away what is not their owa, which can never be re- 
conciled to common fenfe, 
Now we never chofe the Britifh Parliament to re- 
prefent us, and therefore they can have no manner 
of right to give away our money to the crown. And 
from the immenfe diftance of our ficuation, all repre- 
fentation in Parliament is utterly impraéticable, and 
“could never anfwer any end, but to put ts to valt ex- 
pence, and fubferve the defigns of the Miniftry, But 
we are reprefented by our own Affembles, and Con- 
grefles, and therefore to thefe alone it belongs to tax 


ws, They know our circumftances, and pay their 
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hare in the public taxes, fo that we may confide 
fafely in them. ; 

4. This is not merely the opinion of the Americans, 
but alfo of many the greateft aid beft members of 
the Britifh Parliament, who have publickly afferted 
it, and fupported their opinion by many unanitwera- 
ble arguments ; both from reafon, the principles of 
the Britifh conftitution, and the known practice upon 
it. Perkaps we might be a little diffident of our 
own judgment, as we are fo deeply interefted im the 
caufe: But when gentlemen of the firft charaéter, 
for their underftanding, acquaintance with the fun- 
damental laws and' ufages of the land, and long expe- 
rience in public affairs, affert our caufe to be jutft, 
and fupport their opinion with fuch powerful argu- 
ments; as are fufficient to convince all, but placemen 
and -penfioners; this leaves no room at all to doubt, 
but we have juftice and the Britifh conftitution on our 
fide, and are contending for the true liberties, to 
which we are entitled as freemen, and good fubjeds, 
according to the lawsof our native land. If this be 
not fo, we muft defpair of underftanding the princi- 
ples of the Britifh conftitution, and may renounce all 
pretenfions to common fenfe and reafon. 

5. Tocorroborate this, let it be further obferved, 
that we have chofen mento reprefent us in general 
Affemblies and Congrefles, who before thefe trou- 
_ bles arofe, were looked upon as wife and underftand- 

ing in all affairs, and as honeft and upright, as any in 
the land; and, as has been already obferved, they 
have met and confidered this grand affair at their lei- 
fure, when they had all neceflary books at hand to 
confult, andall the papers before them that could 
throw any light upon the fubject; and they, after the 
matureft deliberations, are unanimoufly of opinion, 
that the meafures of the Britifh parliament are uncon- 
dtitutional, unjuft, and oppreflive. Now certainly we 
ught to pay great deference to thefe /earned and wer- 
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@hy gentionen in ‘this: matter, fince they are much bet 
ter qualified to enquire and judge concerning it, are 
“equally difinterefted-with ourfelves, are more expo- 
¥ed to the refentment of ‘parliament, than the bulk of » 
the people, and under incomparably greater advanta- 
ges than we in general can pretend, to form a right 
» Judgment in the cafe. And if we cannot truft to their 
underftanding and integrity, to form a judgment, when 
‘we chofe them ourfelves, whom can we truft?—It 
would ‘be very abfurd for usto condemn them, when 
we have been far from shaving their advantages to 
Yook into the matter. For howcan thofe form aright 
judgment, who never ‘had the cafe fully laid betore 
them, who have nota ‘fufficient fare of learning and 
“reading, to form an opinion on the ‘conftitution, 
the proceedings of parliament, and the liberties and 
“privileges of the Colonies? 

‘Tfany fhould obje&, that there is equal reafon to 
¢onfide in the Brinfh parliament, it were eafy to an- 
fwer, that when'they vote the money of the ‘Colonies 
to chidrakel wey; they are judges in‘their own cafe, which 
prevents their being impartial judges in-our cafe ; be- 
caufe felfaintereft perverts the underitanding, and 
gives a wrong bias to the mind, and ‘therefore is ne- 
ver allowed inany impartial court. And then, as has 

» been obferved, theré aregreat numbers, of the -firft 
reputation for -underftanding, who are members of 
parliament, who have'declared thefe meafures: to be 
unconftitutional, unjuft, cruel and opprellive, and have 
warmly oppofed them. 

And jit is well known, that there are many methods 
ufed-to corrupt and bias the parliament. Where places, 
and penfions and bribery, are fo greatly in fathion, there 
is no reom for any confidence fin the equity of their 
a&s and decifions; whereas our Congrefs are free from 
all fuch methods of managing bufinefs. Itcannot be 
prewaded, even by-impudence itfelf, thatthe mem- 
bers of our Congrefs have been under any undue a 
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and therefore the greateft regard is to be paid to their 
Refolves, as preceeding from uncorrupted integrity. 

Hi. That this union is of the greateit importance 
in this unhappy controverfy will appear, if we can= 
didly confider the following things, 

1. The Britifh Parliament. have fet up the extra- 
vagant claim, to make laws to bind us in all cafes what- 
Jsever ; andto give and grant our money by taxes, at 
their pleafure without our confent; contrary to alk 
reafon, the known principles of the Britith conftiruti- 
en, and theconftant practice upon them from time 
immemorial; which is juttly looked upon as the greats 
eft grievance, as depriving us of the moft valuable 
part of our civil liberty, and as laying a foundation ta 
increafe and fupport the enormous corruption which 
threatens theruin of the nation. Many are the duti- 
ful petitions which have been prefented, to have this 
grievance removed, but they have been wholly difre- 
garded. Prefuming on their owa power, and on our 
weaknefs to refift, from the divifions, which they ima- 
gined muft arife among us, they have fteadily profe- 
cuted their plan of oppreflion, even at laft by force and 
arms, Now Great-Britain is a great and powerful 
nation both by feaand land. What oppofition could 
one Colony have made to this mighty kingdom, efpeci- * 
ally if affifted by the reft of her Colonies? It would _ » 
be very difcouraging, if only one half of the Colonies 
fhould defert the commen caufe, join the Mother > 
country, and turn their arms againft their bre- 
thren, who fhould ftand firm in oppofition to parliae 
mentary meafures. Such Colonies would certainly be 
ia very eminent danger of being overpowered, by their 
neighbouring provinces, furnifhed with arms from 
Great-Britain. The hopes of fuccefs in our oppofition 
to thefe unconftitutional dnd oppreffive meafures, you 
fee greatly depend on our union. 
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Qur numbers * are great, and our inhabitants ix 
general,are not enervated with luxury anddebauchery,. 


burt inured to hardfhip. Many ferved in the late war, 


and we have experienced Generals and Commanders.- 
Our troops have fought as bravely as any in the world. 
hey have all the fpirit and refolution of freemen, and 
the diftance from the Mother-country is fo great, that. 
they cannot without a prodigious expence, tranfport. . 
their troops tocarry on the war. ‘There is no reafon. 
inthe world, why any nation fhould tyrannize over 
and opprefs another. And the hiftory of) mankind, 
does not afford any inftance, wherein any kingdom or 
empire could keep fuch diftant provinces, inhabited by: 
fuch vaft numbers of men of fpirit, in flavery, unlefs. 
they divide among themfelves. Divifions tend to re- 
duce and enflave us, but let us remain united and firm ;: 
this will procure deliverance and freedom, through the: 
blefling of heaven. res 

2. ‘The importance of this union and firmnefs, in- 
creafes every day. For we have made oppofition,. 
The fword has been drawn, battles have been tought,. 
and fundry fortrefles have been reduced, by the forces. 
raifed by the common confent of the Colonies, Well, 
think now, what the confequences would probably 
be, if we fhould be overcome. Why, we fhould 
doubtlefs be obliged to pay all the expences, that the 
crown is put to in fubduing us ; which would take _ 
the greateit part of our eftates, were we to fubmit,. 
even now. But befides this, we have reafon to fear, 
that all our lands would be declared forfeit to the 
crown, according to the common fentence againft 
Rebels, as they are pleafed to call us. And thus, 
there is no hope at all of any thing, in our being fub- 
dued, but abje&t beggary. ‘And fince all the proba-' 
bility of any fuccefs, depends upon our union, and 
firmne(s ; it muft be of the greateft importance for us 

to 
* Fis computed that in cafe of neceffity, the Colonizs can 


bring half a million of fighting men into the field. 
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to lay afide all divifions, and be united among out: 
delves, As fuch a vigorous oppofition has been made, 
we have certainly reafon to. think, that if we were 
now to fubmit, it would be infinitely worfe for us than 
if we had fubmitted at firft ; that we mutt not only 
-be taxed at pleafure, as the Parliament propofed, bur 
alfo make good, the great damages the nation have 
beea put to in this controverfy. Whereas by union, 
proper refolution, and good conduét, through the 
blefling of God, we may convinee the Britifd Mini« 
ftry of their miftlake, and difpefe them to reftoré 
peace, and allow us not only to enjoy our eftates, but 
alfo the rights and privileges, fer which we have 
been contending. Their owh intereft will prdbably; 
at length open their eyes, eg aes 

3. A very fmall fhare of attention’ t6 the. fate of 
our country, and the unmanly artifices and induftry, 
which our adverfaties have afed to ftir tp the Ind: 
ans, and Canadians, to invade our frontiers, muft thew 
ns, that we have already received very important ad- 


vantages from this union of the Colonies, aid the - 


endeavours of the Congrefs to fecure the natives ta 
our intereft, For had it not beer for thefe, our 
frontiers had been ravaged for many a hundred miles, 
and thoufands of the back inhabitaits would, in all 
probabilty, have been murdered, atid fcalped; and the 
women and children burned ip the flames that con- 
fumed their houfes, or inhumanly butchered by thar 
favage and barbarous enemy. For the King’s Gover- 
hors, ahd their agents, have ufed their utmoft endea- 
vours to prejudice the /ndians againft us, ahd urged 
them to fall upon ouir wide extended frontiers. And 
if they had fueceeded in thefe cruel attempts; what a 
dreadful feene, would this have opened! Itis eafier 
imagined than defcribed. It is fhocking indeed, bur 
alas too true, that the barbarous favages of the wil: 
dernefs have been carheftly folicited to fall upon the 
frontiers !—-— Where is the boagted humanity of the 
S Britifh 
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Britifh nation '—What will not arbitrary power at- 
tempt, to maintain and {pread its baleful. influence >— 
Let Charlefiown, and. Falmeuth declare! Let the in- 
. trigues of the agents among the favages teftify ! Let 
the bafe feizure of Bosron, and the confinement of 
thoufands of the inhabitants to mifery and want, con+ 
trary to the public faith, folemnly pledged, bear wit- 
hefs to all generations ! 

4. This union will appear important in another 
view, viz. on fuppofition that we fhould not think it 
beft to continue the war, but upon the whole judge 
it prudent to fubmit ; yet ftill we would fubmit oa 
the beft terms we could. Thus Canapa, in the 
laft war, when they thought prudent to fubmit, yet 

obtained very favourable terms. For our Generals 
knew, that it would be attended with immenfe coft of 
treafureand blood, to make an entire conqueft, even 
though they had gotten, poffefien of their principal 
fortreffes, as the inhabitants of the country would be 
conftantly harrafling them, cutting off their convoys, 
and beating up their quarters. They were united, 
and they obtained fuch good terms of fwbmiffion, that 
‘they fuffered but little by the conqueft, Whereas, 
if they had-been divided, and fubmitted without any 
terms, they would have been ia very deplorable cir- 
cumftances. And thus, if we remaia firmand united, 
there is no reafonable doubt, but we may in proper 
time have tolerable terms. For cannot we harrafs 
them more than Canada could ? But if we divide 
and break to pieces among ourfelves, we need expect 
no terms at all, butto be firipped of all, and made 
flaves to the conquerors, as has been already ebferved. 
Let fuch as think it would be beft to fubmit, remem- 
ber, that no terms have been offered to us, fince the 
-commencement of hoftilities, only refigning up our 
arms, and giving fufficient fecurity for the tame fub- 
-miffion of the inhabitants, (as Mowat offered to Fak 
mouth which certainly no mam iu his fenfes would be: 
willing 
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‘willing to accept. Who would be fo mean {pirited, 
as to refign his arms, till he was conquered? Would 
fuch, as are moft zealous for the crown, be willing to 
begiven up as hoftages, and to be put to death incafe 


the Colonies refufed to fubmit to the f{chemes of the: 


Miniftry ? No. ‘They would immediately fhrink at 
the propofal.. Sothatstlere is no way at prefent to 
accommodate the breacli, as no terms have been of- 
fered. Union then mut be of great importance, until 
they are offered, unlefs thar people would propofe to 
bring utter ruin on this flourifhing country, and ine 
deed upon themfelves and their poiterity. 

As we live in the fame country, in the fame go- 
vernments, and have a thoufand conne‘tions, we fhould 
in all prudence determine to ftand or fall together, 
We thall doubtlefs be confidered in the fame predicas 
ment; and the fentence, which will be iffued azainit 
us in this cafe, will be general, againft whole Colo- 
nies, and will not make exceptions for this, that, and 
the other perfon. For if the pretenfions of parti- 
cular perfons in fuch a’cafe were to be regarded, there 
. would be no end, every one could have fome plea or 
other tomake for themfelves. But, as has been ob- 
ferved, ia all fuch cafes, the fentence againft the peo- 
ple in any Colony, mutt proceed upon the public con- 
du& of their Affemblies, the part they took in the 
conteft. Now, as it is well known, that our General 
Affembly have efpoufed the caufe of the country, in 
oppolition to the Britith Miniftry, it is too late for our 
inhabitants to think of. availing themfelyes by their 
private jangling and clamours, when the evidence of 
the part we have taken is fo clear and undeniable. 
Since all the Colonies have folemnly confederated. to- 
gether, it would be mean indeed to defert the com- 
mom caufe, incanfiftent with the public faith already 
pledged; and would therefore draw upon fuch perfi- 
dious wretches, the vengeance of the rett, af to 
mention the curfe of God, for their breach of cover 
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gant. So that if only a part here, and a part there, 
fhould fubmit, it would kindle civil war among ours 
felves, which would be more dreadful than with Great- ° 
Britain, as by living among one another, the inha- 
bitants would have an opportunity, every man to kill 
his neighbour, and turn the country’ into a field of 
blood and defolation ; whereag, by a fubmiffion upon 
terms, wherein all are included, thefe dreadful cala- 
Inities might be prevented; and when the worft comes, 
to the worft, we might at laft obtain good conditions 
of peace. 

IV. We are now inthe laft place more particu- 
larly to point out fome of the bad confequences of: 
breaking thig general union. — 

_. I fuppofe, that every one will readily underftand; 
that thofe break it, who don’t comply with it, and 
éarefully obferve it. This may be done ‘’y wards or 
actions, and more grofsly in fome inftances than in, 
others; fome may break it through ignofance, others 
with premeditated defign and obftinacy ; fo that there 
may bea yery great difference among fuch, and yery. 
different degrees of guilt contracted. ‘This —_ 
premifed ; I would obferve, 

ti That this non-compliance occafions, as is - ob- 
ferved in my ‘text, of the divifions of Reuben, great 
thoughts and fearchings ef heart. Such are ready 
to pretend to be good friends to their country: But 
why then do they refufe tojoin with their brethren >— 
Let their views and intentions be what they will, they 
expole themfelves te great fufpicions and reproaches, 
and employ fome pare of that attention how to pre- 
vent their doing mifchief, which fhonld be devoted ta 
plan and provide for the common fafety. And, asall 
men havetheir particular friends and conneétions, this 
divifion occafions much alienation of heart and affecti- 
ons among brethren, and various difturbances in the 
coufitry ; all which are very uncomfortable, and mar. 
the public peace, and which might be happily pre- 
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weated, by all heartily uniting with the vaftly greas 
majority of the country. ia 

And thefe things are alfo attended with much fin 
and wickednefs. Can perfons maintain an unfriendly 
temper to their country, and neighbours, and feck to 
dubje& them to heavy taxes and flavery ; and be inno- . 
cent ?—Can they mifreprefent the country, and folicit 
for troops to dragoon us into fubmiffion to thefe une 
conftitutional aés of Parliament, without contraéting 
guilt of the blackeft die ? They often complain 
ofthe hard treatment they haye met with. Ir is 
Jikely they haye been hardly nfed in fome inftances; 
but they fhould make fome allowance for the zeal, 
which is common at fuch times, when people are vio- 
jently ftruggling for their Ligerries, and THEIR 
ALL, They would alfo do well to confider, whether 
theyare not the blameable caufe, by giving juft prove- 
xation for the treatment, of which they complain. 

If any fhould plead confcience for their conduét, it 
might be queried, whether they have ever taken fuf- 
ficient pains to inform themfelves? or examined the 
matter with due candour ?—Where is the divine law, 
that binds their confcience to make divifions to fuppart 
oppreflion, and ruin their country ?—The wifeft and 
beft men in the Parliament, and among ourfelves, 
who have been chofen on purpofe to confider this mat- 
ter, and who have had leifure, and all poflible advan- 
tages, are unanimous for oppofition. Now, fuch as 
have never had opportunity to examine fully, nor 
take pains to inform themfelves, might, confiftent 
with modefty and prudence, very juftly fcruple their 
own judgment, It feems to favour more of felf-con+ 
ceit, impudence, and obftinacy, than of cenfcience, to 
a& contrary tothe united wifdom of the whole Con- 
tinent. - 

Any unprejudiced perfay would rather think, from 
the many exhortations, we have in the {criptures, 
to peace and unanimity, that their confcience fhould 
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@iGate to them; to be of one mind with their brethren; 
‘and ftudy the things that make for peace, “ and 
«the things whereby we may edify one another,” 
and fupport the common caufe ef our country. 
9. This:muft receive fome weight from the confi- 
deration, that fuch as appear in oppofition to the ge- 
‘neral union, cannot poilibly be ofany fervice or ad- 
“wantage to the minifterial caufe, fince the power and 
arms of the country are all ina manner again{t them. 
“Such as have fhe wed hoitile intentions, or have rifen in 
“arms have been fo few, and their councils fo diftraéted, 
‘ahat they have been difperfed and difarmed almoft as 
foon as they have been difcoveréd; fo that they have 
‘mot been able to make the leaft diverfion in favour of 
the minifterial army, or contribute any affiftance. All 
‘they have done is, to difturb’ the public peace a little, 
to bring lafling reproach and difgrace upon them- 
felves, and perplexity, with. diftrefs of mind, upon 
their’ families; all which they might have avoid- 
ed; -by. joining with their brethren. And. why 
fhould ary man, without geod reafon, bring immedir 
ate trouble oa himfelf and family? Does not this look 
like a very filly piece of conduct? If they have no love 
mor regard for their country, why fhould they. have 
none fortheir wives and children ? 

The damage they do the common caufe by fuch 
condu@, is the holding it up to the public view of the 
nation ‘at home, that there is a divifion among us. For 
when it is reprefented, that Ridgefield and Newtown, 
and afew more fuch places, are in oppofition, we, who 
live here, know, that thefe towns are {mall, and the 
oppofition fo contemptible, as fcarcely to be worth the 
public notice; but the nation at home, the greater 
part of them, don’t know, but thefe are fome great 
and populous cities, like Bri/fol and Liverpool, and thus 
it carries in it the nature of falfe intelligence, and de- 
ceives the parliament, and thus hardens them to profe- 
eute their’pernicious meafures,.to their own sah 
an 
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anddeftruction. If the Miniftry had obtained a true 
account of the ftate of the country, before they had 
proceeded fo far, they would at have attempted 
thefe things. But the enemies of the country made 
it their bufinefs to mifreprefent the ftate of the coun 
try, and thus impofe upon and deceive the uminiftry ; 
fe that they have been, in this refpect, the wicked 
inftruments of all the calamities that have. come, the 
ruin of all the towns that have keen burned, and of all 
the lives that have been Jeft in this unnatural war.—_ 
When enquiry fhall be made for blood, they wilk 
doubtlefs be found to be deeply fiained with the blood 
ef the many insocents, that have been already flain, or 
that may yet be flaia in the profecution of this un- 
happy contett. 

Should they therefore obtain the heighth of their 
wifhes, even that the country fhould be fubdued by 
the minifterial forces, this would make them but fmalf 
compenfation for the guilt, they have contracted; and 
the punifhment that is hanging over them, for the 
great deceit they have ufed with the miniftry, and the 
many mifreprefentations they have made, and lies they 
have told, and induftrioufly propagated and f{pread, to. 
carry on their fchemes, and accomplifh the ruin of 

_ this land. ; 

As to their being diftinguifhed and rewarded by the 
crown, after the deftruction and conqueft of thele co- 
tonies, they may confider, that it is far from being cer- ~ 
tain this event will take place. For it is poflible, . 
that the unhappy breach may yet be healed. The 
great God governs the world, He can reftrain the — 
pride and the wrath of man, He can eafily difap- 
point. the fchemes and defigns of deceitful and. cruek 
men,as he did wicked Haman’s, and reftore peace to his 
people. He has faid that ‘be will fpeak peace un- 
“to his people, and to his faints; but let them not re- 
“turn dgain to folly. Fhe rod of the wicked fhall 
“not reft upon the lor of the righteous; left the 
** righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity.” 
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Bur if the tnings of the nation’s peace, fhould i# 
judgment be hid from the eyes of the rulers, for thé 
correGtion of their fins; and ours; and the miniftry 
fhould profecute the war with the greateft vigour ; 
yet itis far front being certain, that they would be 
able to fabdue ws; For they mutt carry on the war 
at prodigious difadvantagé, by reafon of our diftance 
from them. Whereas our troops are here upon the 
fpot, ready to take the field upon the fhorteft warn« 
ing. Their treops will befickly, when they arrive, 
from the length of their voyage, and their not being 
nfed to the climate; whereas this being our native 
country, our foldiers are likely to be as much favour- 
ed with health, as any troops im the world. And 
fince the Americans are all freemen, and fight for their’ 
diberty, and their all, and are known to be endowed 
with the greateft bravery, it is not to be doubted 
but they will fight with greater courage and refolu- 
tion, than the mercenary troops of the miniftry, who’ 
contrary to their inclimations, or through gfofs igno- 
vance, fight to enforce flavery. ; 
Let fuch as have their miads fearfully poffeffed 
with the power of Britain, her formidable fleet, and 
gallant armics, remember, that “ the race is not always 
“to the fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong.” The 
God of armies gives the victory to whom it pleafes 
‘him.. And furely the righteous and merciful God, 
does not approve of oppreffion and tyranny; and 
therefore we have no’ reafon to think, that he will 
facceed the defigus of the miniftry, any further tham 
is neceflary for our correction, to bring us to repen- 
tance for our many fins-and backflidings, Now on 
either of thefe fuppofitions, viz. that réconciliation 
fhould yet take placé, between us and the mother- 
country; or that Great-Britain fhould not be able 
finally tofubdue this land, but we fhould, like the Dutch’ 
Provinces, maintain our liberties and privileges ; What 
muft become of the known enemies of the wiricnil 
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that feek to break our union, to divide and deftroy 
us? 
Bot if the country fhiotild bé deftroyed by the mi- 
nifterial army, which is all fuch énemies can wifh for, 
: what benefit would this be to them ? > A ruined coun- 
try can afford but fmall revenues, to the moft fevere 
publican, and mercilefs commiffioner of cuftoms. And 
though there are but few fuch; Compared with the 
whole body of this people, yet thefe are vaftly toa 
taany to be all taken notice of and rewarded. One 
or two hundred would be fufficient for all the pofts of 
honour and profit, the crown would Have to beltow, 
éven then... Whereas there are more than two or 
three thoufarid, who are unfriendly fo the common 
eaufe in the fevéral governments, fo that fcarcely one 
in ten, perhaps not one in a hundred, who would 
ever obtain any promotion orreward; but all muft pay 
their quota of the heavy taxes that would be inipo= 
fed. And fuch offices are not entailed upon families; 

,even thofe who fhould obtain them, as foon as 
they were dead, their children Would bé as much 
oppreiled as any. And thus, upon the whole, fuch as 
break the union of the Colonies, though in promo- 
ting a little divifion they do much damage by deceiv- 
ing the Miniftry, and encouraging them to profecute 
their pernicious meafures, can have no tational prof- 
pect of any advantage to themfelves ; but if the coun- 
iry be ruined, mutt perith unnoticed in the general de- 
ftrugtion, they have been the unhappy inftruments of 
bringing on the country. 

For if there were a great many more offices of pro- 
fit and honour, in the gift of the crown, than there 
could be, muft not the officers and troops, that were 
employed in conquering the country, be provided for 
in the firft place?—Such of the Americans then, as 
merely with fuccefs to the parliament, mutt wait till 
all thefe were rewarded; fo that upon the’ whole, if. 
they promife themfelyes any great things, from the 
ruin of the country, they are moft likely to be difap- 
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pointed, as is juft and righteous, in divine providence. 
What pretenfions can fuch as prove treacherous to 
their country, have to recommend 'them to any office, 
of honotr and profit? Don’t ‘they’ rather forfeit ‘all 
credit and truft, and juftly deferve to be negleéted, de- 
{pifed and’ abhorred''by ‘all mankind ? ‘Such then as 
diffent from the great majority of their country, and 
promote divifions and contentions, muft do it thro’ igno- 
tanc¢,or obftinacy, or hopes of private advantage tothem- 
{élves, thé' moft mean‘and fordid of all'views ; which 
hopes they may rétt fully affured, will be difappointed. 
And thus they’ will fifd in the end, that they will reap 
no advantage ‘from their conduét ; only’ the refleftion 
that they have endeavoured ‘to’ do mifchief, and ruin 
their country, and themfelves, for the fake of mifchief; 
and the'groundlefs ‘hatred they bore to their native 
Jand, will remain to confolethem. © °°" ' 
“How much wifer’dré they to diveft themfelves of all 
their groundlefs prejudicés againft their country, and 
heartily join with their‘brethern, that no head may 
be wanting in the hour of coffultation, nor hand ‘ab- 


fent in the hour of a&ion.'' When fuch a numerous 
Z i . . ee ba ts . . 
and brave people are united’ as ome man, in thd 


righteous caufe of their much opprefled and injured 
country ; What can be imagined~too difficult for 
them to attempt and accomplifh? What'can refift their 
united ardour, or ftop the torrent of théir*fueceffes?— 

3. And now fince we have raifed'' forces, and out 
friends, our‘neighbours,: dur brothers ‘and children, 
are gone forth, and are expofing their ‘lives in the 
high places of the field fot our defence, and we all 
muft contribute our fhare in the common expence for 
their fupport ; furely it muft be abfurd with a wit- 
nefs, for us, who live at our eafe at home, to weaken 
their hands, and difcourage their hearts, and fpirit up 
the enemy again{t them, by our divifions and quarrels. 


For thefe divifions have this tendency, They may wel! 


reafon with themfelves, ‘* why fhould we expofe our- 
; res felyes 


C47.) 


felves to hunger and cold, and all the malice and fury 
of the enemy, when our friends and brethren at home 
are joining againft us”? Do’ perfons really defire to 
prolong the war, that they may fupport it at a vaft 
expence, ,that their children, and brothers, and friends 
and neighbours, fhould be overthtown by the enemy, 
lie unburied in the field, or to ‘perifh in a loathfome 
prifon? Do they defire that the enemy fhould lay 
wafte our country by fire and {word, ravih our wives 
and daughters, and butcher our children? If they do 
hot, let them not encourage the Miniftry by divifions, 
but maintain the general union to ‘the utmoft of. their 
power. Otherwife, if thefe inteftine divifiens fhould 
prove the means of difcouraging our armies, and of 
hardening and fpiriting up our foes; and this land 
fhould be ruined and enflaved, pofterity to all gene- 
rations will curfe the promoters of thefe divifions, and 
the names and memory of the wretches, will be heldin 
everlafting abhorrence, as the bafe betrayers of their 
once happy country.—If perfons don’t think of fuch 
dreadful confquences, it is furely high time they did. ° 
’ To conclude this difcourfe, let us be thankful to 
the Lord, who, in the courfe of his ‘Drovidenee, «has 
caufed fuch a general union and harmony to prevail 
throughout the Colonigs. This unexpected union in 
the common danger and diftrefs, for our common de- 
fence, ‘is farely to be afcribed to the Lord, in whofe 
hands are the hearts of the children of men j who has 
eftablifhed his throne in the Heavens, and whofe king- 
dom rulés over all.’ And while we are thankful for 
this union, and for'the various fuccefles with which the 
Lord of hofts has crowned our arms ; let us carefully 
avoid every thing that tends to break this happy uni- 
on, upon which the fafety of the country evidently 
depends. Let us'avoid as mych as poflible, al! malice 
and bitternefs; and while we unite as brethren, let us 
alfo love as brethren, and as much as poflible, ftudy 
the things that make for peace and harmony ; that if 
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iibe poflible, we may ‘preferve peace among ouf- 
felves. ; ‘ 

~ And fince thefe troubles and calamities, are punifh- 
ments for our fins and backilidings, let us all be 
earneftly called upon, to hear the voice of God’s rad, as 
well asof his word, “ and repent and turn from’ all our 
tranfgreflions, that fo iniquity may not prove our ru- 


Gn? This will be the beft means to promote dur uni- 


on, and to.enfure fuccefs, by engaging the Lord tobe 
onour fide. This will be the beit evidence of our 


complying with the great defign of this day of “public 


thankfgiving, fince the goodnefs of God, with which 
fincere gratitude complies, leads finners to repentanee: 
To which may God Almighty difpofe us, by the influ- 
ences of his fpirit, through Jefus Chrift, A MEN, 
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